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ELECTORAL REFORM 
Grievance 

MR M.J. BIRNEY (Kalgoorlie) [9.33 am]:  With an election almost upon us in Western Australia, it is probably 
a good idea to explore the Labor Party’s vision for its so-called electoral reform legislation.  Members would be 
well aware of the Labor Party’s move not that long ago to introduce legislation into this place to reduce the voice 
of country people, particularly the people whom I represent in Kalgoorlie-Boulder, to a whisper.  The reality is 
that the policies of this ultra left-wing, trendy, St Georges Terrace, chardonnay-set Labor Party do not resonate 
with country people.  The reality is that instead of allowing the people of Kalgoorlie-Boulder, whom I represent, 
and all country people to have their say at the next election, the Labor Party will simply reduce their 
representation in this Chamber to a whisper.  I say this to the Premier: I will not be silenced, the people of 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder will not be silenced, and country people will not be silenced by his ridiculous one vote, one 
value legislation.  We fought the Government in the courts and we won.  We will fight the Government again 
when it attempts to reintroduce its one vote, one value legislation and we will win again, on behalf of country 
people.   

There are many arguments against the Labor Party’s one vote, one value legislation.  For instance, if Labor were 
successful in introducing its one vote, one value legislation, it would mean that people would potentially have to 
drive hundreds, if not thousands, of kilometres across Western Australia to see their member of Parliament.  Of 
course, that problem does not exist in the city of Perth, because people can simply drive around the corner to see 
their member of Parliament.  This issue is not just about equal representation - it is also about equal access to a 
person’s member of Parliament.  Many country towns in Western Australia do not have government 
departments; therefore, members of Parliament act as a conduit to government departments.  Despite that, the 
Labor Party wants to reduce the voice of country people to a whisper.  Why is the Labor Party so intent on taking 
away representation from not only the people of Kalgoorlie-Boulder, whom I represent, but also all country 
people.  The answer is simple; this ultra left-wing, trendy, St Georges Terrace Labor Party no longer has policies 
that resonate with people who choose to live and work in country Western Australia, such as the people whom I 
represent in Kalgoorlie-Boulder.  The Labor Party’s answer to this issue is simply to take away their 
representation and reduce the voice of country people to a whisper.  I will not be silenced, the people of 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder will not be silenced, and country people will not be silenced on this matter.  We have every 
right to fight for our representation in this Parliament.  What a disgrace that the Premier of Western Australia 
would seek to reduce the representation of country people to just 28 per cent of members in this Chamber.  Let 
us not forget that during the 1990s, the minerals industry, which is based in country Western Australia, 
contributed 70 per cent to the State’s exports and some 50 per cent to the State’s employment and economic 
growth.  Despite that, the Premier and the Labor Party want to reduce country representation in this Chamber to 
just 28 per cent - 16 of 57 members is all that the Labor Party wants us to have in country areas.  The people of 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder are only too aware of the Premier’s plans if he wins the next election to reduce the voice of 
country people to a whisper.    

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  They are lining up to send the Premier a message at the next state election.  The Premier can 
rest assured that I will be right there with them, side by side.   

Several members interjected.   

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  Of all the policies that have been handed down over the past 50 years, the Labor Party’s one 
vote, one value proposal has the most potential to devastate regional communities, such as Kalgoorlie-Boulder.  
There is no doubt that representation in this Chamber means better hospitals, more schools and more police.  The 
Labor Party’s proposal to reduce the voice of country people, particularly the people whom I represent in 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder, means fewer schools, a poorer quality of hospitals and fewer police.  There is no doubt 
about that.  That is what the Labor Party wants for the people who live in Kalgoorlie-Boulder, and that is what it 
wants for the people who live in country Western Australia.   

Mr M.P. Whitely interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, member for Roleystone!   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  The member for Roleystone really is proof that evolution works in reverse.  There is no 
doubt about that. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
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Dr G.I. GALLOP:  Mr Speaker, I request that you ask the member for Kalgoorlie to withdraw his comment.  

Mr SPEAKER:  I do not know which comment the Premier is referring to.  However, if there was an interchange 
between the member for Roleystone and the member for Kalgoorlie -  

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  There was no interchange.  The member for Kalgoorlie made a comment about the member 
for Roleystone, and I ask him to withdraw it.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!  If the member for Kalgoorlie made an unparliamentary comment that I did 
not hear, I ask him to withdraw it.  

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  Certainly, Mr Speaker.  However, I did not make an unparliamentary comment.   

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  Has he withdrawn or not, Mr Speaker?  

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  No, I have not.   

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  The member for Kalgoorlie said of the member for Roleystone that he was proof of the 
reversal of evolution.  That is a highly offensive comment, and I want it withdrawn.  

The SPEAKER:  As I said, I did not hear that particular comment.  If the member for Kalgoorlie said those 
words, he should withdraw.  

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  Mr Speaker, if that is your ruling, I withdraw.  No problem at all.   

Debate Resumed 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  Currently there are 57 members of Parliament in this place.  Twenty-three of those 57 seats 
are reserved for people who represent country electorates.  The Labor Party would have that number reduced to 
16 under its one vote, one value proposal.  What does the Premier have against country people?  What does he 
have against the people of Kalgoorlie-Boulder, whom I represent?  Why does he want to reduce our voice to a 
whisper?  Could it be that his ultra left-wing, trendy, Chardonnay-set policies no longer resonate out there in the 
bush?  They no longer resonate in Kalgoorlie-Boulder.  The people whom I represent no longer think that the 
Labor Party is their political party.  Could that be the reason that the Premier wants to reduce our voice to a 
whisper?  There is no doubt about it - that is the reason.   

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Members, this is a grievance and it is limited in time.  The barrage of interjections coming from 
my right is unacceptable.  I am sure that the Premier can answer the grievance without assistance.   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  Thank you for your protection, Mr Speaker.  I will be very interested to hear the Premier’s 
views on so-called electoral reform.  I would be very interested to hear in this Chamber today what I have heard 
him say in the electorate; that is, that if the Labor Party is successful at the next election, it will push forward 
with its plan to reduce the voice of country Western Australia to a whisper.  Will the Premier go on record today 
and admit in this Chamber what he has been saying out there; that is, it is Labor Party policy to reduce country 
representation in this Chamber and, by doing so, reduce the number of schools and police in country electorates, 
and the quality of health care and a whole range of other facilities in country areas? 

DR G.I. GALLOP (Victoria Park - Premier) [9.41 am]:  The member for Kalgoorlie referred to an ultra-left 
policy.  It is an interesting ultra-left policy that is supported by every Liberal Party in Australia bar the current 
Liberal Opposition in Western Australia.  That is a very interesting definition of ultra left. 
We have the same old tired argument from the same old tired Western Australian conservatives.  If we go back 
to the nineteenth century when representative government was first created in Western Australia, the only people 
who were entitled to vote were adult males with property.  Of course, when responsible government was 
established, all adult males were given the right to vote for the Legislative Assembly but the property franchise 
was preserved for the Legislative Council.  The principle was then of course extended to women, which was a 
very important step forward.  I think that Western Australia was among the first States in Australia to give the 
vote to women, but the property franchise was still preserved for the Legislative Council.  It stayed that way 
right through to the 1960s when finally the property franchise for the Legislative Council was removed.  I can 
also record that as a result of a very important decision made by the Australian people, Aboriginal people were 
given the right to vote.  For a large proportion of our history in Western Australia Aboriginal people were not 
given the right to vote.  When I visited France earlier this year to go to the Somme, the Anzac Museum in 
Villers-Bretonneux contained some very interesting photographs.  The photographs of the Australian troops 
showed some very brave Aboriginal Australians who fought for their country but did not have the right to vote at 
the time.   
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Over time we have established the principle that everyone should have the right to vote.  Of course, it is a 
corollary of that principle that everyone should have the right to vote equally.  That has been accepted right 
throughout Australia on both sides of politics except for a rump in the Liberal Party in Western Australia that 
does not accept that principle.  That rump within the Liberal Party was also an advocate of a gerrymander.  Mr 
Speaker, do you know what the conservatives used to do in Western Australia before an independent Electoral 
Commission was established?  They used to sit down as politicians and draw the boundaries to suit their political 
purposes.  That particular form of corruption was exposed by a former Speaker of this Parliament, Hon Ian 
Thompson, when he became an Independent.  He described a famous meeting of the Liberal Party that he 
attended at which members were all sitting around with maps.  When he was invited in, they told him that they 
must draw the boundary between the metropolitan and non-metropolitan area to make sure that he would win his 
seat again.  Of course, that was a form of political corruption.  The State went a long way to removing that by 
setting up an independent Electoral Commission that draws the boundaries completely separate from the political 
process.   

We have therefore come a long way with our democracy.  Aboriginal people have the vote, we have an 
independent Electoral Commission and we have made sure that women have the right to vote.  However, unlike 
many other jurisdictions, we still have some way to go.  We must make sure that everyone’s vote is equal.  In the 
seat of Wanneroo as at 13 July 2004 there were 29 308 constituents and in the seat of Kimberley there were 
12 516 constituents.  It is a basic principle of fairness.  We are all equal in Western Australia and we should all 
have equal rights.   

Mr M.J. Birney:  What about the thousands of kilometres people must travel in regional Western Australia to see 
their members of Parliament? 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  The member for Kalgoorlie has raised an issue.  It is accepted by the Parliament and the 
Government that members of Parliament who represent constituencies with larger areas need special assistance.  
That is accepted as a principle, and always has been and always will be.   

This is one of those issues that the conservatives run at every election in Western Australia.  They have been 
doing it right throughout the twentieth century and they are still doing it in the twenty-first century.  It is a scare 
campaign which they have done all the time.  What we will do in Western Australia is what a true goldfields 
person would do.  A true goldfields person who understands the spirit and traditions of democracy that led 
Western Australia and helped Western Australia go into the Federation, who campaigned vigorously for better 
representation in this Parliament, because the pastoral areas had unfair representation alongside the goldfields, 
would embrace the spirit and traditions of democracy.   
Mr M.J. Birney:  Say it - one vote, one value. 
Dr G.I. GALLOP:  That is our policy.   

Mr M.J. Birney:  Don’t be frightened to say the words. 
Dr G.I. GALLOP:  I am not frightened to say them.  It is our policy. 

Mr M.J. Birney:  Say it - one vote, one value. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, member for Kalgoorlie. 
Dr G.I. GALLOP:  It is our policy and has been for many years.  Every Labor Government that has been elected 
over the years has come into the Parliament to seek to achieve one vote, one value.  We did it in this term.  We 
had to compromise with the Greens (WA) in the Legislative Council.  There was a preservation of 
malapportionment.  Despite the fact that the legislation had majority support in this Parliament, it has not 
become law in Western Australia.  Surprise, surprise, we are talking about what we have always talked about 
throughout Labor’s history; support for the principle of equal voting rights.  We will continue to advocate that.  
We will continue to try to achieve that.  Richard Court supported it briefly in the 1996 election.   
Mr M.J. Birney:  No, he did not. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  He certainly did.  The member for Kalgoorlie was not here.  Richard Court certainly 
supported one vote, one value.  Unfortunately the coalition did not carry out that promise after the 1996 election, 
but we are still in there fighting for the principle on behalf of everyone in Western Australia wherever they live. 
 


